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“Massive Human Rights Violations in Times of War: 
Legal, Political and Ethical Dilemmas for Europe”
Dedicated to the Human Rights Day and 
the 30th Anniversary of Accession of Ukraine to the Council of Europe 

« Violations massives des droits humains en temps de guerre :
dilemmes juridiques, politiques et éthiques pour l'Europe »
Dédié à la Journée des droits de l'homme et
au 30e anniversaire de l'adhésion de l'Ukraine au Conseil de l'Europe





10 December 2025 - 10 décembre 2025
Lieu d’Europe
8 rue Boecklin
67000, Strasbourg, France



“Massive Human Rights Violations in Times of War: 
Legal, Political and Ethical Dilemmas for Europe”
Synopsis and background to the discussions

Russia’s full-scale aggression against Ukraine has generated systematic human rights violations that can be said to meet the threshold of genocidal intent. This war is not only about territorial conquest. It is an attempt to extinguish Ukraine as a sovereign state and to erase the Ukrainian people as a distinct political nation. The implications reach far beyond Ukraine’s borders, striking at the foundations of European democracy, security, and shared values.
This conference highlights two strategic dimensions of Russia’s destructive policy:
· Environmental Devastation: the deliberate destruction of ecosystems, water systems, agricultural land, and industrial infrastructure, which is undermining the physical conditions of life in Ukraine. This environmental warfare threatens long-term human health, economic stability, and regional security.
· Cultural Erasure: Through targeted attacks on cultural institutions, heritage sites, artists, educators, and linguistic identity, Russia seeks to disrupt the historical continuity and cultural resilience of the Ukrainian nation. Cultural destruction is both a symbolic and practical tool of domination—meant to silence a people by erasing their cultural narrative.
Cultural genocide and ecocide, represent a targeted assault on the very foundations of human dignity and fundamental rights. Access to a safe environment, a secure home, and cultural continuity are indispensable for the realization of all other rights; without them, freedom of expression, personal security, and collective identity become illusory.
This conference will explore how these destructions—environmental damage and attacks on cultural heritage—serve as emblematic violations of human rights in wartime, and why reparations for such acts are essential to rebuilding a society grounded in respect for human beings. In response to these challenges, Europe has deployed legal tools (ECtHR rulings, targeted sanctions), political measures (refugee reception, support for Ukraine’s EU accession), and humanitarian aid. 
Both dimensions strike at the pillars of modern European nationhood: the right to a safe, liveable environment and the right to preserve one’s cultural identity. Europe cannot remain merely a witness. The response must be strategic, united, and anchored in values. These actions raise critical questions: How can Europe go further to ensure that the traces of these violations are erased and justice is served? What future actions must be envisioned to prevent impunity and restore violated rights?	Comment by Christian  Jacques: Je trouve le texte un peu long. on peut peut-être enlever cette partie qui est évoquée à plusieurs endroits. juste une suggestion	Comment by Christian  Jacques: are erased, and (comma)
The following themes are suggested for discussions during the conference:
· How to strengthen political and legal mechanisms to identify, document, and prosecute atrocity crimes, including environmental crimes and cultural genocide;	Comment by Christian  Jacques: pas de points virgules
genocide. 
resilience. 
recovery. 
accountability. 
· How to further expand coordinated sanctions regimes targeting sectors and individuals responsible for environmental destruction, cultural suppression, and forced assimilation;
· In what way one can establish a European-led reconstruction framework that prioritizes environmental recovery, cultural restoration, and long-term resilience;
· In which way to enhance support for Ukrainian civil society, cultural institutions, and environmental defenders as essential actors in national recovery;
· How to reinforce Europe’s strategic communication and counter-disinformation capacity to challenge narratives that justify aggression and deny accountability;
· How to further develop preventative policies to ensure that similar violations cannot be replicated elsewhere in Europe or in the world.
This conference calls upon Europe and Europeans to recognize the stakes of this war: the survival of a nation, the protection by Ukraine of the integrity of the European order, and the credibility of our collective commitment to human rights on the Human Rights Day. Responding to Russia’s aggression is not solely an act of solidarity with Ukraine; it is a defence of the values that define Europe and of Europe itself. 

Programme of the conference
	16.00
	Opening of the exhibition Empowered at the lobby of the Lieu d’Europe and registration of the participants


	17.00
	Opening remarks: 
· Mykola Tochytskyy, Permanent Representative of Ukraine before the Council of Europe, Minister of Culture of Ukraine (2024 - 2025)
· Pape Ndiaye, Permanent Representative of France before the Council of Europe, Minister of Education of France (tbc)
· Aminat Suleymanova, Vice-President of the Association MICT France-Ukraine, advocate


	17.15 – 17.45
	Key note speech “Massive Human Rights Violations in Times of War: Legal, Political and Ethical Dilemmas for Europe”
by Maksym Butkevych, journalist, human rights defender, laureate of the Vaclav Havel Human Rights Prize, former political prisoner in Russia

Moderator: Aminat Suleymanova, Vice-President of the Association MICT France-Ukraine, advocate


	17.45 – 18.15
	Intentional destruction of the Ukrainian cultural heritage, cultural erasure and cultural genocide against Ukraine: what kind of reaction of international community to atrocities committed by Russia? (tbc)
Mykola Tochytskyy, Permanent Representative of Ukraine before the Council of Europe, Minister of Culture of Ukraine (2024 - 2025)

Moderator: Christian Jacques, Associate Professor, University of Strasbourg


	18.15 – 18.45
	Ecocide as a tool of war used by Russia against Ukraine. What kind of action on behalf of the international community? (tbc) 
Oksana Pokalchuk, Со-Executive Director, Head of Advocacy, Truth Hounds

Moderator: Pavlo Pushkar, PhD, visiting lecturer UCU / lecturer Strasbourg University School of Law


	18.45 – 19.15
	Vérité et Justice pour l'Ukraine
Antoine Arjakovsky, Co-Directeur du département de recherche, Politique et Religions, Collège des Bernardins

Moderator: Pavlo Pushkar, PhD, visiting lecturer UCU / lecturer University of Strasbourg


	19.15 – 19.30
	Wrapping up the discussions: Pavlo Pushkar, PhD, visiting lecturer UCU / lecturer Strasbourg University School of Law


	19.30 
	Reception
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